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Jordan School District is experiencing
an interesting phenomenon; some schools
are overcrowded while other schools have
declining enrollments.  Unfortunately, the
overcrowded schools and the declining
schools are miles apart and busing and
boundary changes are not always feasible.
In addition, parents have indicated they
prefer their children attend a school with-
in a reasonable distance of their home.
Coupled with this phenomenon is the pro-
jections that the district will increase more
than 10,000 students in the next decade in
areas where more new schools will be
needed.  

In an effort to address these concerns,
the Board of Education recently approved
plans related to immediate and future
building needs and adopted a proposed
plan for the $7 million of ongoing rev-
enue received as part of this year’s tax
increase.

Supt. Barry L. Newbold outlined the
district’s housing needs and anticipated
enrollment increases during the first board
meeting of the new year.  The superinten-
dent’s presentation included these recom-
mendations:
w Northwest Area (West Jordan):  Begin
construction of a new elementary by 2001
and a second elementary by 2004, imple-
ment boundary changes and use of porta-
bles as required, and begin planning for
the construction of a new middle school.
w Southwest Area (South Jordan,
Riverton, Herriman, Bluffdale):  Add
portables to accommodate some of the

expected increase in enrollments, plan for
additional elementary schools, consider
boundary changes for middle schools for
the 2003 school year, and begin planning
for the construction of a new middle
school. 
w Southeast Area (Sandy and Draper):
Consider boundary realignments and
pocket busing as alternatives to building
new schools and begin planning for possi-
ble construction of another elementary
school.

Supt. Newbold also presented several

options to the board concerning renova-
tion/remodeling of the district’s three
modular schools—Columbia, Heartland
and West Jordan Elementary Schools. 

The board approved four recommenda-
tions as allowed by the financial abilities
of the district:
w Construct a new school to replace
Columbia Elementary.  The district will
begin immediately to prepare the required
plans as well as conduct research as to the
benefits of increasing the size of the 

Growth Continues; More Schools Needed

Although enrollment has remained stable for a few years, projections indicate Jordan
School District will grow by 10,000 students in the next 10 years.
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The Board of Education has approved 
boundary changes for East Midvale and 
Rose Creek Elementary Schools for the 
2001-02 school year.

East Midvale Elementary 
Students living in the Sandy Woods 

subdivision (located between 7500 South
and approximately 7625 South) and the 
Greenwood Avenue area (located between
300 East and 700 East along the south
side of 7500 South) currently attend East 
Midvale Elementary.  The new boundary
change will move those 24 students to 
Midvalley Elementary, 16 of whom are 
already attending Midvalley on permit.

Rose Creek Elementary
To relieve overcrowding at Rose Creek

Elementary, students who live in the

Autumn Hills and Foothills subdivisions
(south of 13400 South and west of 4800
West) will be moved to Herriman
Elementary.  Herriman will remain on a
traditional schedule for the 2001-02
school year, but will change to a year-
round schedule for the 2002-03 school
year. 

Hayden Peak Elementary
Hayden Peak Elementary in West 

Jordan will change to a year-round 
schedule beginning with the 2001-02 
school year.  Classes for students on 
Tracks A, B and C begin July 25 and 
classes for Track D students begin Aug. 
20.

Both Hayden Peak and Herriman 
Elementary Schools opened in August 

1999 on traditional schedules.  Now after
only two years of operation, the schools 
are nearly filled to their capacity.  The 
year-round schedules will help accommo-
date the anticipated growth in both areas. 
The Board of Education has also approved 
the construction of a new elementary 
school in the Jordan Hills/Hayden Peak 
area to help with the rapid growth in that
part of West Jordan.

Park Lane Elementary
Park Lane Elementary in Sandy will

change from a year-round to a traditional
calendar for the 2001-02 school year.  Park
Lane’s calendar will be a year-to-year
decision due to possible enrollment
increases or the district needing the school
to relieve overcrowding at other schools.

Boundary, Calendar Changes for 2001-02

school and operating it using a school-
within-a-school concept. 
w Include within the Comprehensive
Building Utilization Study the need to
retain and reconstruct West Jordan and
Heartland Elementary Schools.

The district has contracted with
Wikstrom Economic and Planning
Consultants, Inc. to conduct an enrollment
and comprehensive building utilization
study.  This third-party consulting firm,
based in Salt Lake City, will conduct
studies related to projected enrollment

and student housing.  It has been five
years since a study of this type has been
conducted.  The firm began its work last
month and will provide the Board of
Education with periodic research.  The con-
sultants’ final report is due January 2002.
w Plan for the construction of a new
South Valley School on the current site
with construction beginning Spring/
Summer 2002.  South Valley School’s
original structure was built in the 1950s
and now consists of two classrooms and
four portables. The school services 110
full-time special needs young adults ages
18-22 and an additional 110 part-time stu-
dents ages 15-18 in the construction and

greenhouse programs.  South Valley is a
transition facility with emphasis o n
vocational and functional academics.
w Begin planning for the construction of a
new elementary school in the Riverton/
Herriman/Bluffdale area.

Board President Ralph J. Haws
expressed appreciation for the revenue that
has been made available through the recent
tax increase.  “Increasing taxes was a diffi-
cult decision for the board but a necessary
one because of continued growth,”  Dr.
Haws said. “The financial sacrifices made
by patrons will benefit students for years to
come.”  

More Schools ...

(Decrease)/
Grade ** Increase

Kindergarten*** 50 45.70 (4.30)     
1 29 22.00 (7.00)     
2 29 22.30 (6.70)     
3 29 23.80 (5.20)     
4, 5, 6 29 25.90 (3.10)     
7, 8 27 26.30 (0.70)     
9 27 27.90 0.90      
10, 11, 12 27 26.50 (0.50)     
*        This ratio is the formula used to assign teachers to a school  
          (e.g., in Grade 1, one teacher is assigned for every 22 students)

**      Base year before class-size reduction money
***    Includes two sessions of kindergarten

1989-90 1999-00

Teacher/Student Staffing Ratios*

History of Teacher/Student Staffing Ratios in Jordan District
The Jordan Board of Education has

reduced teacher/student staffing ratios
several times since 1989 with funding it
has received from state and local tax dol-
lars.

It costs the Board of Education approx-
imately $6.5 million to decrease teacher/
student staffing ratios by one student, thus
the need for the combination of local tax
dollars and state dollars.  This funding has
been used to hire additional teachers,
paraprofessionals and aides.

During the past 10 years, the most sig-
nificant class-size reductions have
occurred in grade one which decreased by

seven students; grade two which
decreased by 6.70 students; and grade
three which decreased by 5.20 students.

Students in grades seven and eight only
saw a slight decrease in their class sizes
because the Utah Legislature didn’t
appropriate additional funding for those
grades until 1998.

The legislature has not appropriated
class-size reduction funding for grades 9,
10, 11 and 12. 

The chart to the right shows the dis-
trict’s 10-year history of the teacher/
student staffing ratio—the formula used
to assign teachers to a school.

Continued from Page 1
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Students Excel on Stanford-9 
Students in Jordan School District’s 81
schools scored some of the highest per-
centages in the state on the Stanford
Achievement Test-9 given earlier in the
school year.  All district averages were
either equal to or above the state averages.
Fifty out of 54 scores in grades 3, 5, 8,
and 11 showed students scoring at or
above the national average.  The
Stanford-9 tests students in the areas of
reading, mathematics, language, science,
social science, and composite battery.
The State of Utah requires school districts
to test students in grades 3, 5, 8, and 11,
but Jordan District also tests students in
grades 4, 6, 7, and 9.  School-by-school
results were reported in the district’s
1999-2000 Annual Report which was
mailed to parents in early January. 

Character Education Curriculum
Students throughout the district are being
taught five universal values as part of the
Character Education curriculum. The val-
ues, which were researched and proposed
by a parent committee, include:  responsi-
bility, respect, caring, integrity and citi-
zenship.  The values are embedded by
educators in all content areas.

Internet Filtering System
The district recently implemented a state-
of-the-art Internet filtering system that
records and logs sites viewed.  The sys-
tem filters inappropriate content when
students or employees conduct an Internet
search.  District administrators are also in
the process of revising the Acceptable
Use policy which binds all employees and
students to appropriate use of the Internet
on school computers.

Applied Technology Centers
The Jordan Technical Center has been
renamed the Jordan Applied Technology
Center Sandy Campus.  The Sandy
Campus currently offers 22 applied tech-
nology programs and is filled to capacity. 
In an effort to meet the growing vocation-
al needs of high school students, the dis-
trict is constructing two buildings of
approximately 45,000 square feet each on
Salt Lake Community College’s (SLCC)
campus located at 9000 South and
Bangerter Highway (4000 West).  Named
the Jordan Applied Technology Center
West Jordan Campus, the first building
will open in January 2002 and will house
Allied Health courses. The courses
housed in the second building are still

under consideration but may include Fire
Science/Emergency Services and a variety
of Information Technology classes.  All
programs, where possible, will be con-
nected to SLCC’s programs and Jordan
students will be able to transition to the
college level programs upon graduation
from high school.  

Update on Balanced Literacy
Teachers throughout the district are con-
tinuing to be trained in teaching strategies
contained in the Balanced Literacy frame-
work.  To date, all kindergarten, first
grade, special education teachers, Title I
teachers and aides, and elementary princi-
pals have completed 14 hours of Balanced
Literacy phase one training.  By the end
of this school year, all second, third and
fourth grade teachers will have received
this training and starting in the fall of
2001, all fifth and sixth grade teachers
will receive this overview.  Teachers are
compensated for this training with a
bonus provided to those who complete the
entire course.  Once a teacher has com-
pleted the first class, they are eligible to
take specialized classes related to the
Balanced Literacy framework such as
phonics and reading, assessment, guided
reading, interactive and shared writing,
comprehension, etc.  These classes are
designed to provide teachers with new
strategies.

News from the District

Jane C. Callister
and Ralph J. Haws,
Ed.D., who were
elected in November
2000 as members of
the Jordan Board of
Education, were
recently given the
Oath of Office by
Salt Lake County
Clerk Sherrie
Swensen.  Mrs.
Callister has been on the Board of
Education since 1981 and has served the
past four years as president of the board.
She represents patrons in the Draper and
Sandy areas (Precinct 4).

Dr. Haws was
appointed to the
Board of Education
in 1999 following
the death of board
member Shane
Bodell.  He serves
patrons in parts of
South Jordan, West
Jordan, Riverton,
Bluffdale and
Herriman (Precinct 5).  

During its Jan. 2 meeting, the board
elected Dr. Haws as president and Peggy
Jo Kennett as vice president. They will
each serve two years in these positions. 

Mrs. Kennett was elected in 1999 and

will serve as a board member through
2002. She represents patrons in Midvale
and parts of West Jordan (Precinct 1).

Board member Arlen F. Ekberg, who
serves patrons in Salt Lake County and
parts of Sandy (Precinct 3), was elected in
1999 and will serve through 2002.

Board member Ellen S. Wallace, who
represents patrons in parts of Sandy
(Precinct 2), has served on the board since
1995. She was re-elected to a second
term in 1999 and will serve through 2002.
She served the past two years as vice
president of the board.

For more information about the Jordan
Board of Education visit the district web
site at www.jordan.k12.ut.us.

Jordan Board of Education Election

Jane C. Callister Dr. Ralph J. Haws




