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District Accelerates Balanced Literacy

Jordan School District has adopted a
single textbook seriesfor all elementary
students in an effort to enhanceiits
balanced literacy program.

A year ago the district adopted the
literacy framework in connection with
Brigham Y oung University and four other
school districtsin Utah.

The balanced literacy reading compo-
nents include phonemic awareness and
phonics, reading aloud, shared reading,
running records, guided reading, literacy
centers and independent reading. The
writing components include modeled and
shared writing, interactive writing, writing
process, writing workshops and indepen-
dent writing.

The program encourages K-6 students
to take more responsibility in their learn-
ing. Teachersin thedistrict's 53 elemen-

tary schools are in the process of complet-

ing training in such areas as instructional
strategies and teaching techniques.

The Board of Education has accelerat-
ed the training of teachers in the program
in an effort to have al K-4 teachers edu-

cated about the program by the end of this

school year. By December 2001 all K-6
teachers will be trained in the use of
balanced literacy techniques.

Parents and students are invited to
learn more about balanced literacy by
visiting www.jordan.k12.ut.us and click-
ing on the What's New section.

Students Exceed State, National ACT, AP Averages

High school studentsin Jordan School
District continue to exceed the state and
national averages on the American
College Test (ACT). In addition, the stu-
dents al so surpassed the state and national
passing rates in most Advanced
Placement (AP) courses.

The ACT isacollege entrance exam
taken by high school juniors and seniors
and is scored between 1 and 36. During
the 1999-2000 school year, Jordan stu-
dents scored a 21.9 composite compared
to Utah's 21.5 and the nation’s 21.0.
Approximately 3,450 ACTs were given
this past year, an increase of 325. One of
the most noticeable changes indicated 267
more girls took the test than last year.

Jordan| Utah |Nation
English 215 | 21.0 | 205
Mathematics | 21.2 | 20.9 | 20.7
Reading 225 | 220 | 214
Science 218 | 215 | 21.0
Composite 219 | 215 | 21.0

1999-2000 ACT Comparisons

“This dramatic increase in the number of
tests taken tells us more students are con-
sidering going to college. Our students
arewell prepared,” said Dr. Frank W.
Shaw, director of Accountability and
Program Services. Theresultsaso indi-
cated that students who take core classes

(English, math, social and natural sci-
ences) scored higher onthe ACT (22.9
composite compared to 21.2).

Jordan District offers 27 high school
AP courses which are scored between 1
and 5; 3 and above is considered passing
and college credit is awarded. Jordan’s
average passing rate is 73.5 percent com-
pared to the state average of 69 percent
and the national average of 63.9 percent.
Jordan students also scored considerably
higher than the state and national passing
ratesin most AP course. Thedistrict has
an 80 percent or higher passing ratein
courses such as English Literature and
Composition, European History, Math
Calculus/AB and Psychology.
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